JAMES BOSWELL

(1740-1795)

James Boswell
[From the picture by Sir Joshua Reynolds in the National
Portrait Gallery.]
The son of Lord Auchinleck, a Scottish judge, Boswell had all
the advantages of parentage and fortune; but he greatly irritated his
father by his frivolity, dissipation and wasteful ways, and only reluc-
tantly studied law at Edinburgh and Glasgow. He practised at the
Bar very irregularly, but his ambition was directed towards literature
and politics. Boswell had an inborn desire to associate with the
great as well as the notorious, and he sought the acquaintance of